This study focused on two aspects of the dynamics of reconciliation in stumptailed macaques, Macaca arctoides. First, we investigated the combined effects of multiple variables (i.e. sex, age, rank, conflict intensity, outcome, or number of participants, interopponent distance, kinship and friendship) on the occurrence of reconciliation. Second, we investigated whether opponents used different behaviour patterns in their postconflict reunions depending on the characteristics of their conflicts or their relationship with their opponents. We studied a multimale, multifemale group of 38 stumptailed macaques housed in a large outdoor compound. Three types of data were collected: (1) instantaneous scan sampling of contact sitting to infer 'friendship'; (2) ad libitum data on bared-teeth and teethchattering displays to infer dominance rank; (3) 10-min focal observations during postconflict (PC) and matched control (MC) periods in which we recorded interopponent distance at the beginning of the observation and all aggressive and affiliative behaviours between former opponents. Our study confirmed the high conciliatory tendency of stumptailed macaques previously reported for other groups. A stepwise logistic regression revealed that initial interopponent distance in PC, friendship and kinship were the only factors that independently contributed to explain the occurrence of reconciliation. Two main clusters of postconflict behavioural patterns emerged: allogrooming+contact sitting and sociosexual behaviours (e.g. hold-bottom). It is hypothesized that postconflict allogrooming and contact sitting may be used for the maintenance of valuable relationships, whereas sociosexual behaviours may be used more indiscriminately by any pair of opponents as a buffering mechanism to prevent immediate recurrence of aggression.
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Reconciliation, defined as postconflict affiliative contacts between opponents (de Waal & van Roosmalen 1979), has been studied in several primate species both in observational and experimental settings (see Kappeler & van Schaik 1992;  de Waal 1993 for reviews). As the database on reconciliation expands, comparative studies are increasing in number and importance (Thierry 1986; de Waal & Ren 1988; Call et al. 1996; Castles et al. 1996; Aureli et al. 1997; Petit et al. 1997) . Inter-and intraspecies comparisons are valuable since they allow us, among other things, to study the evolution of reconciliation. Such comparative analyses need to be complemented by studies that examine in detail the dynamics of conflict resolution within groups. Two aspects that deserve attention in this regard are: (1) the variables that affect the occurrence of reconciliation; and (2) the behaviour patterns used for conciliatory purposes.
Several variables, such as kinship, baseline levels of affiliation, distance between opponents, conflict outcome and rearing conditions, have been found to affect reconciliation frequency (e.g. de Waal & Yoshihara 1983; York & Rowell 1988; Judge 1991; Cords & Aureli 1993; Kappeler 1993; de Waal & Johanowicz 1993; Aureli et al. 1997 ; Call, in press a). There have been, however, only a few studies that analyse the effect of more than a few variables at a time on the occurrence of reconciliation (e.g. de Waal & Ren 1988; Aureli et al. 1989) . These studies are limited to some extent because they have not explored the effect of multiple variables simultaneously on the frequency of reconciliation. In particular, previous studies have been unable to study: (1) the joint contribution of multiple variables; (2) their relative importance; and, more importantly, (3) the effect of single variables
